Dr. Andrew Karmen      John Jay College                     Spring 2021
Sociology Dept.                                   professorkarmen@gmail.com
                 SOC 440 Senior Seminar in Criminology  
·     Mid-Term Exam   -                 
Instructions:
Choose any one of the following two questions.
                 - - - - -
Copy and paste each of the questions and then place your answers right under it.
Spell-check and grammar-check your answers.
Do not ask anyone for help. That would be cheating.
·                 - - - -
Show me that you have carefully read the material posted under “Weekly Readings” on Blackboard.
Write at least 3 pages total, maybe more, for this first half of the  exam. 
Email your answer to professorkarmen@gmail.com
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Dr. Andrew Karmen                                                 John Jay College                                Spring 2021
Sociology Dept.                                                             237-8695            profkarmen@jjay.cuny.edu
                 SOC 440 Senior Seminar in Criminology  
                                      Mid-Term Exam                
Instructions:
Choose any three of the following four questions if you email me the exam on time
(by midnight, Sunday April 4)
Answer all four questions if you email me the answers to the exam late, for any reason.
Answer every part of each question that you choose.
·                  - - - - -
Please follow this format:
Copy and paste each part of each of the questions
and then place your answers right under it.
Spell-check and grammar-check your answers.
Do not ask anyone for help. That would be cheating.
·                 - - - -
Show me that you have carefully read the material 
posted under “Weekly Readings” on Blackboard.
Demonstrate that you are gaining knowledge about criminology from this course.
Write at least 5 pages total, maybe more, for the entire exam. 
Email your answer to professorkarmen@gmail.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Q1)   What is Criminology?
Read the material posted on Blackboard, especially for week one and week two.
a) What subjects and issues do criminologists study?
Cite 3 examples from the readings.
b) What does “objectivity” mean in criminological research?
Give an example of the importance of objectivity when studying the police.
c)  How does criminology differ from common sense and personal opinions about the crime problem, such as what is said in everyday discussions between friends?
[bookmark: _GoBack]     Suppose a friend says, “In my opinion, the NYPD should get tougher on marihuana smokers in order to reduce fights among teenagers!”   What would a criminologist say?
d) In general, how does criminology differ from criminal justice, in terms of the questions and issues they try to answer?
Then apply this framework to the problem of hate crimes directed at Asian-Americans.
Pose two criminal justice questions about hate crimes directed at Asian-Americans (don’t try to answer them).
Pose two criminological questions about hate crimes directed at Asian-Americans (don’t try to answer them).
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Q2) How Criminologists Investigate Claims To See If They Are Backed By Evidence
a) Briefly explain how data-gathering in criminology can resemble evidence-collecting by detectives? 
b) What is similar, and what is different between a criminal investigation and a criminological investigation?
c) What is the specific claim, and what does the evidence show, according to this article (in which the journalists carried out a criminological analysis)?
https://nypost.com/2020/07/30/de-blasio-nypd-scapegoat-courts-for-shootings-without-proof/
Then, add some additional insights and data about this specific claim by reading this more complex article:
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/04/nyregion/nyc-shootings-coronavirus.html

d) What is the claim, and what does the evidence show, according to this article (in which the journalists carried out a criminological analysis)?
https://nypost.com/2020/07/08/nypds-own-stats-debunk-claims-about-bail-reform-link-to-shootings/
Then, add some additional insights and data about this specific claim by reading this more complex article:
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/04/nyregion/nyc-shootings-coronavirus.html
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Q3)  How criminologists study murders – in New York City.
            Look at the entire powerpoint about murders in New York City as well as the one page handout that lists the key questions that differentiate criminology from criminal justice, in order to grasp the types of issues criminologists investigate when they study murder.
      a) In this study about murders in New York City, state 3 questions of interest to criminologists, and then answer them based on the findings discussed in the powerpoint.
      b) Pose 3 additional criminological questions about murders in New York City and answer them based on the evidence cited in this article: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/28/nyregion/new-york-killers-and-those-killed-by-numbers.html
      c)  Look at the powerpoint again. Make a list of the statistical profile (in terms of sex, age, race/ethnicity, educational attainment, social class, how they were killed) of the characteristics of the “typical” (usual, most often) murder victim in NYC.  
     Present this list as your answer for Part C.
     d)  Then look at this article that briefly describes 5 unsolved NYC murders. 
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/faces-behind-homicide-stats-5-stories-article-1.1565967#ixzz2pVZPdFrt
For each one of these 5 cases, what was typical about the murder victim and what was “not typical.”
___________________________________________________________
Q4) SOME CONTROVERSIES SURROUNDING 
       MISCARRIAGES OF JUSTICE
Suppose a friend says to you,
 “The criminal justice system hardly ever makes any mistakes. So when convicts claim that “You got the wrong guy! I am innocent!” they are just lying.”
As a graduating senior who has majored in criminology, tell your friend the answers to these questions:
a) Define what is miscarriage of justice means and use this NYC case from a few weeks ago to illustrate the definition:
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/05/nyregion/queens-wrongful-convictions.html
b) What kinds of research questions would criminologists ask about “miscarriages of justice?” (hint: think about the participation assignment)
c) What are the major causes or reasons for wrongful convictions?
d) What kinds of changes or reforms might reduce the chances of the criminal justice system making a terrible mistake? 

